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» \ , STAfJbARD FORM NO, 64 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


to Chief Mediterranean Bureau date: 25 February 1959 


from : Chief Monitor Mediterranean Bureau 
Ref : My Memorandum dated 26 February 1959 

Subject: FBIS-BBC Coverage Coordination Meeting 
subject. Supplemental Report on 18 February Informal Meeting 
Convened by Mr. Campbell 


1. A detailed report on the subject meeting is given 
below for the following reasons: 

a. Such an informal session, convened by the head of 
one service for the apparent purpose of insuring that the 
representative of the other service accept a single agenda 
point, was unique in my experience of five coordination 
meetings. 

b. At least one subject of a "classified' 1 nature was 
discussed at this session. 


Background 


STAT 


told me he believed that the meeting was 
called as a result of a conversation he had had with 
Mr. Sheringham a day or two before my arrival in Caver sham* 

In essence, this conversation dealt with the question of 
coverage of Cairo Home Service. Mr. Sheringham put forward 
the BBC's position in this matter, namely that it most 
strongly advocated, and in fact was re%dy to insist upon, 
continuation of the present split coverage arrangement* 

This was based largely on BBC's desire to have the fastest 
possible handling of material from this station of such 
vital interest to the British Government, and further on 
BBC's desire to utilize its eight-man Arabic section on STAT 
as much priority one material as possible. 


gathered from this conversation that BBC was 
distinctly worried that Medbureau' s representative might 
be coming to the meeting with a brief to fight strenuously 
for the return of all Cairo Home Service coverage to FBIS. 

As this specific point had not been mentioned in pre-meeting 
exchan ges between BBC and Medbureau on agenda matters, Mr. 


had no way of knowing that the present Cairo coverage 
arrangement had proved to be of considerable value to 
Medbureau by giving its Arabic section a welcome degree of 
flexibility enabling expansion of coverage in other STAT 

directions, and that therefore Medbureau had no intention 
of pressing BBC on this matter* 
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Dur position was-~and remains--that, whereas there 
were certain obvious advantages in unilateral coverage, 
existing liaison arrangements with BBC were working 
smoothly, and that we were <*iite willing to drop our 
earlier request for the return of all Cairo Home Service 
coverage when our staffing position would permit it. 

In his discussion with | Mr. Sheringham 
indicated that BBC believed that the final decision in 
this m atter would have to be made in Washington, Mr, 
^told him that, on the contrary, when practicable 


STAT 


STAT 


decisions on most coverage matter* are made in the field, 
that PBIS Headquarters is guided by the advice of the 
bureaus concerned. It was this point, apparently, which 
led to the extraordinary meeting on lo February. Not 
knowing that Medbureau»s representative did not intend 
to demand the return of Cairo Home Service coverage, 

Mr. Campbell apparently thought that in order to make 
BBC's point stick, considerable pressure might have to 
be brought on Medbureau 1 s representative to convince him 
that BBC was going to insist on maintaining the status 
quo. 


Admittedly this line of reasoning as regards the 
origins of the extraordinary meeting is in the realm of 
conjecture, but t he fact remains that it was called 
very soon after and Mr. Sheringham had discussed 

the matter and oxuy one nay before my arrival in Caver sham. 

The Meeting 

The meeting was attended by Mr. Campbell. Mr. Ad dington. 

Mr. Rubinstein, Mr. Sheringham, I and myself. 

After to opening amenities, Mr. ij amp Dell want directly STAT* 
into the main topic, explaining forcefully and in some 
detail the reasons for BBC»s interest in retaining evening 
coverage of Cairo Home Service, and finally asking Medbureau’s 
views on the matter. As noted above, I replied that while 
the Bureau had been anxious to resume this coverage when 
its staffing position made this possible, we now felt that 
the advantages accruing to us in the way of increased 
flexibility for both routine and emergency coverage clearly 
outweighed the benefits of coverage continuity, and that 
therefore we had no objection to the continuation of the 
present division of labor. 
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I had the distinct impression that after this 
statement, Mr. Campbell and his associates visibly- 
relaxed, even brightened, and I felt that perhaps the 
meeting might end at that point. As it happened, however, 
a general discussion began of Arabic coverage problems, 
staffing potentials, and so forth, which in turn gave way 
to a discussion of the problem of Satellite Arabic coverage. 
It was in this connection that Mr. Campbell first mentioned 
BBC’s intention to hire three additional Arabic monitors, 
the necessary authority having been received recently on 
the condition that this added monitor strength would be used 
to expand BBC 1 s coverage of North African transmitters • 

I am afraid that my amazement at this revelation was 
ill-concealed as I could not see how three additional 
Arabic monitors could thus be employed full time. 

In response to my question as to which coverage areas 
BBC had in mind, Mr. Campbell mentioned Libya, Morocco, and 
Algiers, but at that point was respectfully interrupted by 
Mr. Sheringham who pointed out that actually Algiers should 
not be included as it is, of course, French controlled and 
the radio is being covered quite adequately at present. 
Sheringham added that BBC’s clients are very much interested 
in getting greater coverage of San' a and Mecca and that 
perhaps if these stations increase power as expected BBC 
might b© able to help out in that regard# 

this somewhat confusing note the discussion returned 
to the subject of 9at£llite Arabic coverage, the point 
being reiterated that while BBC was in fact about to in- 
crease its staff, it could not possibly increase Satellite 
coverage beyond the present level because the new monitoring 
personnel were ” spoken for"* ® 


T A. general discussion on African coverage then developed. 

In this connection Mr. Campbell mentioned that fact that 
BBC's plans for an East African monitoring station were 
well advanced, that the project for a full-scale operation 
in Nairobi complete with teletype coramuni cation with London 
W ©H out of the planning s tage. He said that 
this information was still off the redord and that the 
actual timetable for activation of the operation had not 
been fixed, but that as far as BBC was concerned it w as a 
sure thing. He said they planned to concentrate on monitoring 
r can dialect broadcasts, utilizing locally recruited 
monitors. Mr. Sheringham added that some Arabic monitoring 
would certainly be done, Omdtirman reception being excellent 
and San a, fair. Both Mr. Sheringham and Mr. Campbell 
emphasized that BBC had no intention of cutting in on 
traditional FBIS areas of Arabic coverage, that any over- 
lapping coverage would be of a supplementary naturJ. 
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2, I left the meeting with mixed feelings. Mr. 

Campbell* s remarks about the East African monitoring 
station had Indeed been a revelation, as up to that tide 
I had only been vaguely aware that the project was 
under consideration. At the same time, I left the meeting 
still uncertain about the tasks to be assigned to the 
three new Arabic monitors. Mr. Sheringhara had mentioned 
that in addition to North African coverage they might also 
tackle Mecca and San' a. Later he noted that reception of 
San' a was reasonably good in Nairobi and that it might be 
monitored there. The three new Arabs, it was stated, are 
definitely slated for Caversham; Nairobi monitors will be 
recruited in East Africa. 

My puzzlement over this matter was compounded when 
later the same day, in a private conversation with Mr /Breton, 
I asked how he was getting along with recruiting for the 
three new Arabic slots, he expressed utter amazement, 
disclaiming any knowledge of any BBC plans to expand its 
Arabic staff. He did say, however, that he had that very 
day been testing A^fican dialect candidates in Caversham. 

That the BBC definitely intends to hire three additional 
Arabs is unquestioned, as this point was minuted at the 
formal session of the coordination meeting at BBC's request. 
As to how these additional monitors will be utilized there 
is considerable uncertainty. That the BBC's Senior Assistait 
in charge of recruiting appeared to know nothing about 
the planned expansion, strange as this might be, probably 
resulted in some way from confusion in the timing of the 
announcement. 

3 * As the meeting on 18 February was "informal” and 
in part, at Mr. Campbell's request, "off the record," 
no notes were taken during the session. The description 
of the meeting given above is based on my personal 
recollections and notes made afterward. 


STAT 
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standard FORM NO. 04 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


to Chief Mediterranean Bureau 

from : chief Monitor Mediterranean Bureau 


date.- 26 February 1959 


subject: FBIS-BBC Coverage Coordination Meeting 

the ^S?fliL thirOUS n 19 Pebru «T I visited Caversham as 
the Mediterranean Bureau's representative at the Twelfth 

““"“J PBIS : BBC Coverage Coordination MeSii^! *%£ 
to dU J tow eather complications I was unable STAT 

^S^ 9T i h f L before late ® V9ni “g on 17 February 
“th FBIS end £?? ?“? d ? y for lnf ormal discussions 

19 FetaSrJ? officials before the formal meeting on 

th0 da y of the l8 ^h and the following afternoon 

Ld i 9 tBf? WeVe K’ ^1° a chanc ® tot a1 ^ with many 8 officials 
^ d aba f f members including Mr, Campbell, Head of the 

TTn?t^°J inS r Sa ^ vice| Mr# Addington, Head of the Reception 
Unit, Mr. Landon, Head of the News Bureaus Mr. Rubinstein 
Senior Assistant I, Coverage; Mr. Brehm, Senior Assistant*TT 

SSS-SSSiT; S ?" in e h f>' CMsf R®P°rt writer; tnd lfr“co^’ 
cnier Middle East Report Writer. ' 


3* On 18 February 


those BBC officialL namea aoove, with t^^exceotion^of 
Breh. and ft Cot, attended m • 

-eeuAa^f^Me 1119 g9Q9r<a t0 R lc '» discuefioT^tUs 

meeting was Arabic coverage and specifically coverage of 
r^iL r i? i0 an 4 fajollite Arabic broadcasts^ Afte^a 

f 0ur ^ oint Arabic monitoring efforts, it was agreed 
present coverage arrangements are generally sAtiafactorl * d 

if n & i furt $? r fSreed that the present division of coverage 

St.?i a fJf f i 9d K?° nalntaln status quo. as «g“ds 

fr ablc coverage, BBC stated that while it is unable 

J? *6? k*»P our requirements ln ^nd 

in future planning. Mr. Campbell noted that BBC has recently 

to t0 J Mre J thr,e Arabic monitors in SdUion 7 

to the eight already on duty, but that this increase in 

were later included in the minutes of the formal meeting. 
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STAT 



Mr. Addington, Mr. Rubinstein, 
thja! were present at t he format session of the 


STAT 


nv,.i f iv, 04 , — v ^ j-vixastj. session or the 

held*™ PBIS “ BBC Coverage Coordination Meeting 

?n \ l Pebr S ar ?* In a dditio * to the points mentioned 
oth A^ov!f^ ra? ^ 1 at>0V6 » th® formal session considered 
other Arabic coverage matters, Greek and Russian coverage 
and personnel matters of mutual interest. Both sides * 
expressed complete satisfaction with the excellent soirit 
of cooperation prevailing between Kyrenia and Caversham. STAT 


5 . 

on id and 19 


and Mr. Campbell entertained me at luncheons 
eoruary* 


r 15 *- 1 " convulsion that the advice and 


»??, ?? !?!*i£rI557E5*J . personal asaociation with BBC 


offieiAi. Z vwsonai association with BBC 

the ai«e s rof ifvi™?! 9rs ’ contrlbuted significantly to 


STAT 
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INFORMAL MEMORANDUM 


26 February 1959 


To : Chief Editor 

Prom t Chief Monitor 

Subject* Notes on Gaveraham Sessions 

1* Below are some notes and comment s on my 
visit to taversham last week for the biannual coverage 
coordination meeting. Most of this material was gleaned 
from private conversations with various BBC Monitoring 
Service officials* and for the sake of convenience I have 
baeken It down by departments in this report. Attached 
are the minutes of the official session of the coverage 
coordination meeting. 

London (Hews Bureau) 

London had really very little to offer in the 
way of constructive advice or oritlolsm. He began our 
conversation by notng with pleasure that in recent weeks 
there had been a general improvement in the speed with which 
items of marginal importance were getting to him. London 
agreed* as in the past* that important items virtually 
always got to the News Bureau quickly and in good form and 
in general there is no complaint on this store. He did* 
of cowae* deplore the odd occasional incident* such as 
the recent Qasim thing* but agreed that they were extremely 
rare* X stood firm on our explanation of that particular 
incident and he aocejpttit!' it* but apparently he oould not 
resist the opportunity to grumble a bit. 

Like all other BBC officials contacted during the 
visit* Landon had not hin g but praise for the general 
conduct of our operation* 

Landon did mention one or two points which we 
might well examine* For one* he is still concerned about 
the wire being cluttered up with possibly unimportant 
Items originating in Caversham* such as round-ups and other 
routine traffic. He asked* for example* if we would mind 
getting the BBC coverage changes report by airsudl rather 
than by wire. I told him we would welcome this in that 
—as you have probably noticed-** this nine-oolumn tabulation 
job arrives here via Cable and Wireless Morse as absolute 
hash. He also asked a bout the Soviet round-up. I told 
him we would study this one again. 
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“"a**® 10 * the eub-marglnal ANA 

Ji2! iV l,? 0 v P ^ ro * nt of tha P» r * of the 
*:J* w * do n °t take, which he strongly maintained was 

ST 8 ®* J?*!?? - 1 *° 080 wtSi department*** 
people* He would like to get it from us. but he realised 
that we do have to draw the line somewhere. In thiJ li “® i 

BB0 n Sl2i2 a t5*b?21 tlO,18d i.J h S fact that in the ne^future 
to haw . aom ® kind of a liaison man with 
i ui° c ??? %.*** material at the source, that is. 
atS? t to W 52r! Wil i * daily round-up of sub-marginal 
SSffe^s^i?*^® 1 8ervi0# *nd do Special feature 
haolleationa^n .S* 81 ’? ar ?* ° f 00ur »** interesting 
reluct™* 2! 5i development for us, but Landon seemed 
reluctant to go into much detail probably because *h. 
project might still be in the cooking stjge! 


3herin ff V»^i / C ox (Editorial) 


fortunately. Sharing ham was laid low by the flu 
before I had a chance to have more that a five-minute 
hallway conversation with him. I did, howevUrhSve a 

Part JTIS *55? Sj righfc *?* nd Buua and editor of Summary 
Part IV, com, who had a number of conorete points to make. 

p- „. ^he first thing of interest is the faot that 

SBS* T -V wltohln6 
S/SSS S"SS*2 STSiSS JfiZ. 

« -af 

th. ^%o% r rri.?.°^“ iD i n 7 d c 0 o “:s: d ”p^t. 

•ppetlte. for <J^«ilJ*»?S;«g“of C ^’toIbiS a h!Io 8 J re, ? tu,,fc 

?s.*g •*»*»« o P sitiSs.^o“:i 1 s 1 L* r io t ir; sss~ 

UMt ? r !* t9d “ •»»rpt. .t thi 

£s5 rd .rto , .u t* 11 '* 1 foru.r^t“h^“"is.* ai * otion 

to keep a: 

p.^.. c 2f.“ l89d oth * r opoowio point, regarding the 
BjgMJd^trUl, report^ and our Voice of irab.^.ckatopp 


Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00050066-7 


Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00050066-7 


Regarding the trial*, he would like to have 
tes^taiony and less editorial report* I sympathised 
with him, but pointed out that this coverage in its 
present form represents a considerable burden on our 
Arabic section* that fuller treatment would be almost 
impossible. He understood. He asked if we could please 
indicate the length of eaeh trial session* I assumed 
him we wofcld henceforth Include this information. 

* . Another point of particular interest to cox is our 

handling of material processed in response to BBC requests 
covering inaudible portions of Voice of Arabs. He ^ 
formulated his needs this ways Whenever lire are asked to 

Voice of Arabs, and the items in question 
^••l.with matters of immediate British interest ~ oil* 

Kuwait, Persian Gulf area, Aden7‘BrUTsh policy in the area — 

K/£!? wl TS 4 H* 8 to h8V8 i«».t ««r P tS. H. 

ffwi offcen ifcmos °f kind which we FHI and 

labe! no further processing sound extremely enticing, but 

* M ?- ba * lt>te8 to press us for fuller treatment 
•okncaring how busy tie ara~»and makes do with our PYI. 

As n©s*d before, I told him that we would keep this requirement 

£if£ d L h %< could of «"*••• oonait toT?i«d 

this regard. He also mentioned the Ions article 
I ySi 1 ? 11 follows the Voice of Arabs press review at 

thif we , ar# sometimes asked to proosss. BBC considers 

I * e * key^ propaganda place end would like to have 

tut fulleat possible processing of it* I took note of 

t0 P * J3 « « *> editorial 

of w ® were working on the timing 

?L!?I ^ ]P T 0d ^ t •“* that filing time would probably be 
advanced in the near future* He was pleased. 

to »oni our Present inability 

broado&8 a from Middle East transmitters 
J»ry much to get any table scraps we might 
£°" f® 4 Ankara * koth of which countries 

SUS**? 9 * 1 broadcasts and occasionally merfton 

in^L f S? fc 2l gh J a 5^ 0r C f iro * Aa 1 recall we have pioked 
up one or two of these from Pel-Aviv , but none from Ankara* 
Latter assms rather unlikely to me, but we mightSeo^ 
eye out for something of the kind. 6 P 
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. C° x *?«*®d to think that occasionally our 

1x1 ; t 1 t «*pting to render a foreighn 
aa» ptoCTaetidaliy, pick out of thin air a Known English 

*2?*, **** it phonetic rather 

rendering. a »inor point 






? ®P«at the better part of one morning trvina 

A final polatt Cox said that almost all Part IV 

f«iUar wUh 2 iSgMga. 
2 f hl ® J .thej often fail that we are "over trans- 

^’¥ ths *° translatoeortadn 
!mS*rJI 5 . 4 oppressions that would be perfectly familiar 

f^*2?«IS 1 5i J * a0r S a 2 curat ? ** in the original. 

.£*?. but Sugg..t.d 


“ xur any words or phrases— or sentences 

If ^ #h OUr “ alt0r ® *»• “V doubt, 

Bublnstein ( Coverage ) 


oersoSSel 1 MfcfJ?f^i n f fl9 ^ 11 J BBC oovera €® ®nd monitoring 
personnel potential in Greek, Turkish, and Persian. SSn 

SEa?£ y J£? «*•* ioStorrSuTthrSf 

Russian monlters are also competent in Greek. Turkish 
' “ ~ * *~ 8 ® 008 » but two other Turks are now worklzur 

Aa tKP a ® backstopping us isoonserned 
however, these extra Greeks and Turks are only available * 

^o§% 1 r t Si*2si n f:'piSS zv* ? *° 

no* unintelligible Vole, of *r3£ niirSm bundled 

>— s savs -1 *** 

We again went over familiar old sromnd 

«y#t#m # that is* decide idio can best hear a 
station and then assign covera g e respoiisibll 1 1 ? 
cither to BBC or Hedbure&u* This ldsa ramainjt fha/v»If 4 • 
good «d practically il 

worn a fixed factor we could undoubtedly do It BBC * ■ * 

«Ct^ d if ss'jjLas.-s-x «»♦ or ss" 

reception varies f|^ season to season and from 

£JTv, t 2J[!* r : ?? lon « a ® BBS »*intaina its pondareuslv slw 

poueh ooBBBunications with it! regional listening postB 


F 
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•ad by aail to os, really successful coordination la 
Impossible • Vs wist therefor* continue on | the present 
bula of talcing *hat we can get when ue can get it, even 
it auiane spreading ouraelrea than* 
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